
APPROVED PLANT MATERIAL LIST

The following list of plants is composed of selected native and adaptive plant material 
suitable for the plant habitat found in Plum Creek.   This approved plant list is made up of 
recommended plants for installation on residential properties.  This is not an all-exclusive 
plant list, but rather a list of appropriate plant materials, which for the most part, are readily 
available in the local nursery trade.

As regional and xeriscape gardening techniques become more mainstream, additional native 
plant species will become available in the marketplace as demand is increased.  Therefore, 
this list of approved plants will be amended from time to time.

Legend:
Full sun/sun: A sun-loving plant
Shade: A shade-loving plant
Moist: A moisture loving plant
Drought/drought tolerant: Plants generally able to survive on less supplemental water 
and better able to withstand droughts
Color: Autumn leaf color
DR:                                     Deer-resistant plants unpalatable enough to be left alone as 

long as other food is available
Ornamental: A showy plant
Clump: Non-spreading basal growth habit
Understory: Ornamental tree or shrub, which prefers partial shade of 

canopy tree

1. CANOPY TREES
Scientific Name Common Name Comments
Acer gradidentatum Bigtooth Maple fall color
Acer rubrum var. Drummondii Drummond Red Maple
Carya illinoinensis Pecan limb litter
Ehretia anacua Anacua spring/summer bloom
Fraxinus pennsylvanica Green Ash weak wooded, limb 
litter
Fraxinus texensis Texas Ash street tree, fast growing
Gleditsia triacanthos Honey Locust thornless varieties 
available
Juglans microcarpa Texas Black Walnut
Juniperus virginiana Eastern Red Cedar
Pistacia chinensis Chinese Pistache fall color
Pistacia texensis Texas Pistache alley tree
Platanus mexicana Mexican Sycamore drought tolerant
Platanus occidentalis glabrata Sycamore moist areas, street tree
Quercus macrocarpa Burr Oak street tree
Quercus glaucoides Lacey Oak small sized shade tree
Quercus muhlenbergii Chinquapin Oak street tree, medium-
sized tree
Quercus polymorpha Mexican White Oak
Quercus pungens 'Vaseyana' Vasey Oak
Quercus shumardii Shumard Oak fall color
Quercus shumardii var. texana Texas Red Oak fall color/acorns
Quercus sinuata Shin Oak drought tolerant
Quercus virginiana Live Oak street tree/oak wilt 



susceptible
Sapindus drummondii Western Soapberry drought tolerant, fall 

berries
Taxodium distichum Bald Cypress west location tolerant
Ulmus americana American Elm
Ulmus crassifolia Cedar Elm drought tolerant, alley 
tree
Ulmus parvifolia Chinese Elm
Ulmus parvifolia 'Drake' Drake Elm fast growing, street tree
Taxodium mucronatum Montezuma Cypress

2. ORNAMENTAL TREES
Acacia farnesiana Huisache, Wee-satch
Acacia wrightii Wright’s Acacia full sun
Aesculus glabra ‘arguta’ Texas Buckeye understory
Aesculus pavia Red Buckeye understory
Arbutus texana Texas Madrone
Bauhinia congesta Anacacho Orchid Tree
Bumelia lanuginosa Wooly-Bucket Bumelia sun/drought, has 

thorns
Cercis canadensis alba Whitebud
Cercis canadensis mexicana Mexican Redbud sun/shade
Cercis canadensis texansis Texas Redbud sun/drought
Chilopsis linearis Desert Willow DR
Citharexylum berlandieri Fiddlewood sun/shade
Cordia boissieri Mexican Olive white flowers/bold 

foliage
Cornus drummondii Rough Leaf Dogwood shade/DR
Cotinus obovatus Texas Smoke Tree
Crategus reverchonii Reverchon Hawthorn
Crategus tracy Mountain Hawthorn fall color
Diospyrus kaki Japanese Persimmon
Diospyros texana Texas Black Persimmon sun/drought/DR, fruit 

drop
Eriobotrya japonica Loquat
Eysenhardtia texana Texas Kidneywood moist locations, small 
tree
Ilex decidua Possumhaw Holly sun/shade, winter 
berries
Ilex vomitoria Yaupon Holly sun/drought, evergreen
Juglans microcarpa Mexican Walnut
Koelreuteria paniculata Golden Raintree protect from freeze 
damage
Lagerstroemia indica Crepe Myrtle sun/summer color, 
alley tree 
Leucaena retusa Goldenball Leadtree
Malus ionensis Blanco Crabapple
Parkinsonia aculeata Retama, Jerusalem Thorn
Pinus eldarica Afghan/Eldarica Pine best pine for alkaline 
soils
Pinus thunbergii Japanese Black Pine
Pithecellobium ebano Texas Ebony airy foliage and 
flowers
Prosopis glandulosa Honey Mesquite drought tolerant



Prunus mexicana Mexican Plum alley tree, spring 
flowers
Prunus caroliniana Carolina Cherry Laurel moist soils, alley tree
Prunus serotina 'Eximia' Escarpment Black Cherry fall color, fruit bearing
Pyrus calleryana ‘Aristocrat’ Aristocrat Pear spring blooms, upright
Pyrus calleryana 'Bradford' Bradford Pear formal shape, white 
flower
Rhamnus caroliniana Carolina Buckthorn moist soils
Rhus lanceolata Prairie Flameleaf Sumac sun/drought/DR
Rhus glabra Smooth Sumac sun/drought/DR
Sabal texana Texas Sabal Palm drought/DR
Sophora secundiflora Texas Mountain Laurel sun/drought/DR 
Ungnadia speciosa Mexican Buckeye understory, spring 

flowers
Vitex agnus-castus Lilac Chaste Tree sun, late spring blooms
Xylosma congesta Xylosma small patio tree

3. SHRUBS
Abelia grandiflora sherwoodii Glossy Abelia sun, summer flowers
Agave americana Agave/Century Plant full sun/drought 
tolerant, accent
Amorpha fruticosa Indigobush
Acanthus wrightii Flame Acanthus sun/shade, orange 

flowers
Aucuba japonica Japanese Acuba
Berberis thunbergii atropurpurea Japanese Barberry sun
Berberis trifoliolata Agarita flowers, fruit, prickly
Buddleia davidii Butterfly Bush sun, lavender flowers
Buxus macrophylla Japanese Boxwood
Callicarpa americana American Beautybush sun/shade, purple fruit 

in fall
Capsicum spp. Ornamental Pepper
Cephalanthus occidentalis Button Bush sun/shade/moist soils
Chamaerops humilis Mediterranean Fan Palm
Chaenomeles japonica Flowering Quince
Continus obovatus American Smoke Tree sun/shade, spring 

bloom
Cotoneaster glaucophylla Grayleaf Cotoneaster sun/shade
Cotoneaster horizontalis Cotoneaster moist areas
Cortaderia selloana Pampas Grass
Cycus revoluta Sago Palm protect from freeze
Dalea frutescens Black Dalea sun, purple summer 

flowers
Dasylirios texanum Texas Sotol sun, long blade-like 

leaves
Diospyros texana Texas Persimmon sun, accent plant
Elaeagnus pungens Elaeagnus sun/shade, fall blooms, 

large
Erythrina herbacea Coral Bean
Escallonia spp. Escallonia sun/DR
Eupatorium havanense Shrubby Boneset sun
Fatsia japonica Aralia shade/tropical effect
Feijoa sellowiana Pineapple Guava
Forestiera pubescens Texas Elbow Bush sun/drought



Forsythia intermedia spectabilis Forsythia sun/shade
Fouquieria splendeus Ocotillo cacti
Garrya ovata Silk Tassel sun
Hesperaloe parviflora Red Yucca sun, coral flower spike
Hibiscus syriacus Althaea sun, showy summer 

flowers
Ilex cornuta ‘Burfordii’ Burford Holly sun, dwarf varieties
Ilex cornuta ‘rotunda’ Dwf. Chinese Holly
Ilex vomitoria Yaupon Holly sun/DR
Ilex vomitoria 'Nana' Dwarf Yaupon Holly sun/shade
Jasminium humile Italian Jasmine
Jasminum mesnyi Primrose Jasmine sun, yellow flowers
Juniperus sp. Juniper sun
Lantana horrida Texas Lantana sun/shade, summer 
Leucophyllum candidum Sierra Bouquet Cenizo
Leucophyllum frutescens Texas Sage sun/DR, lavender 

flowers
Leucophyllum frutescens ‘Convent’ Convent Cenizo
Ligustrum sinense ‘varigatum’ Privet white fly problem
Lindera benzoin Spicebush sun/drought/DR
Mahonia swaseyi Texas Mahonia sun/drought/DR
Malpighia glabra Barbados Cherry
Malvaviscus drummondii Turks Cap sun/drought/DR
Myrica cerifera Wax Myrtle shade
Myrica pusilla Dwarf Wax Myrtle sun/shade
Nandina domestica Nandina ‘Harbor Dwarf’ moist/DR, berries, fall 

color
Nerium oleander Oleander sun, summer flowers
Nolina lindheimeriana Devil’s Shoestring sun/shade
Nolina texana Bear Grass sun/shade
Opuntia phaeacantha Prickly Pear cacti
Philadelphus texensis Texas Mock Orange
Photinia serrulata Chinese Photinia sun/shade
Podocarpus macrophyllus Japanese Yew
Prunus rivularis Creek Plum
Prunus reverchonii Reverchon Hog Plum moist
Punica granatum Pomegranate sun/shade, bears fruit
Raphiolepis indica Indian Hawthorn sun
Rhus aromatica Fragrant Sumac sun
Rhus virens Evergreen Sumac DR, red fall color
Rosa sp. Rose antique/old fashioned 

suggested
Rosmarinus officinalis Rosemary drought/DR
Sabal minor Dwarf Palmetto sun/shade
Sophora affinis Eve's Necklace DR, spring bloom/fall 

fruit
Symphoricarpos Coralberry sun/shade
Teucrium laciniatum Dwarf Germander
Trachycarpus fortunei Windmill Palm sun
Viburnum dentatum Arrowwood sun/shade, spring 

flowers
Viburnum rufidululm Rusty Blackhaw Viburnum sun/drought
Washingtonia filifera California Fan Palm sun
Yucca aloifolia Spanish Dagger



Yucca arkansana Arkansas Yucca
Yucca pallida Pale Leaf Yucca DR
Yucca rigida Blue Yucca
Yucca rupicola Twisted-leaf Yucca sun/drought/DR

4. PERENNIALS – TALL (4’+)
Artemesia ‘Powis Castle’ Artemesia
Callicarpa americana Beautyberry shade tolerant
Caesalpina gilliseii Bird of Paradise
Dalea greggii Dalea
Erythrina herbacea Coralbean shade tolerant
Hamelia patens Firebush sun to partial shade
Lantana camara Pink Lantana
Lavendula stachys Spanish Lavender
Muhlenbergia dumosa Bamboo Muhly Grass
Piper sanctum Hoja Santa
Salvia leucantha Lollie Jackson Mexican Sage shade tolerant
Tecoma stans ‘angustata’ Yellowbells
Teucrium fruticans Silver Bush Germander

5. PERENNIALS – MEDIUM (2’-4’)
Agapanthus orientalis Lily of the Nile
Aloysia macrostachya Wooly Bee Brush
Asclepias currassavica Tropical Milkweed
Capsicum annuum Chile Petin shade tolerant
Cuphea micropetala Cigar Plant sun/shade
Gaura lindheimerii ‘Siskiyou Pink’ Pink Gaura
Hibiscus coccineus Texas Star Hibiscus
Lantana ‘Irene’ Irene Lantana
Lantana sp. ‘New Gold’ New Gold Lantana
Leucanthemum vulgare Ox-eye Daisy
Monardia pringlei Pringle’s Beebalm
Pavonia lasiopetala Peruvian Rock Rose
Penstemon cobea Wild Foxglove
Pentstemon tenuis Brazos Penstemon shade tolerant
Plumbago auriculata Blue Plumbago sun/shade, low-

growing
Salvia blepharophylla Purple Leaf Sage
Salvia chamaedryoides Gray Shrub Sage
Salvia coccinea Tropical Sage shade tolerant
Salvia farinacea Mealy Cup Sage
Salvia greggii Autumn Sage
Salvia ‘Indigo Spires’ Indigo Spires Sage
Salvia regla Mountain Sage shade tolerant
Tagetes lemmonii Copper Canyon Daisy
Vigureia stenoloba Skeleton Leaf Goldeneye
Vitex rotundifolia Beach Vitex
Wedelia texana Zexmenia

6. PERENNIALS – LOW GROWING (0-2’)
Achillea millefolium Yarrow shade tolerant
Aquilegia hincleyana Hinckley’s Gold Columbine shade tolerant, spring 
flowers
Callirhoe involucrata Winecup



Calyophus drummondianus Compact Gold Calylophus
Chasmanthium latifolium Inland Sea Oats shade tolerant
Eupatorium greggii Gregg’s Mistflower
Gaura lindheimerii White Gaura
Iris sp. Bicolor Iris shade tolerant
Pentemon baccharifolius Rock Penstemon shade tolerant, summer 
blooms
Pentstemon digitalis ‘Husker Red’ Husker Red Penstemon
Rivina humilis Pigeonberry shade
Rosmarinus officinalis Prostrate Rosemary sun/shade
Salvia greggii “Nuevo Leon’ Nuevo Leon Sage shade tolerant
Salvia sinaloensis Bicolor Sage shade tolerant
Stachys coccinea Texas Betony shade tolerant
Tetraneuris scaposa Four Nerve Daisy
Verbena canadensis ‘Homestead purple’Homestead Verbena
Verbena sp. Moss Verbena
Zephyranthes candida White Rain Lily sun/shade

7. PERENNIALS – FLOWERING
Artemisia ‘Powis castle’ Artemisia sun, aromatic foliage
Asclepia tuberosa Butterfly Weed sun/shade
Aster oblongifolius Fall Aster sun/shade, autumn 
flowers
Chrysactinia mexicana Damianita sun, low-growing
Chrysanthemum leucanthemum Oxeye Daisy sun, summer flowers
Cooperia pedunculata Rain Lily
Coreopsis lanceolata Coreopsis sun, spring/fall flowers
Coreopsis tinctoria Goldenwave
Delphinium carolinianum Blue Larkspur
Echinacea purpurea Purple Coneflower sun/shade, spring/

summer
Hemerocallis fulva Daylily sun, funnel-shaped 
flower
Hibiscus cardiophyllus Heartleaf Hibiscus sun/shade, flowers all 
summer
Hymenoxys scaposa Hymenoxys sun, small yellow daisy
Liatris spp. Gayfeather sun, flower spikes in 
autumn
Lobelia cardinalis Cardinal Flower
Melampodium leucanthum Blackfoot Daisy sun, summer flowers
Oenothera missouriensis Yellow Evening Primrose
Penstamon spp. Pecos Penstemon
Penstemon baccharifolius Rock Penstemon
Penstemon havardii Harvard Penstemon
Penstemon triflorus Hill Country Penstemon
Plumbago sp. Plumbago blue flowers
Poliomentha longiflora Mexican Oregano sun/DR
Ratibida columnaris Mexican Hat
Rudbeckia hirta Black-eyed Susan sun/shade, summer 
flowers
Ruellia nudiflora Wild Petunia shade, March to 
December
Salvia coccinea Scarlet Sage sun/shade, spring-fall
Salvia engelmannii Engelmann Sage



Salvia farinacea Mealy Blue Sage shade tolerant, spring/
summer

Salvia leucantha Mexican Bush Sage sun, tall flower spikes
Salvia lyrata Lyre-leaf Sage
Salvia roemeriana Cedar Sage shade, reseeds freely
Scutellaria suffretescens Pink Skullcap sun/shade, summer 
flowers
Sisyrinchium spp. Blue-eyed Grass
Stachys byzantina Lamb’s Ear sun, low growing
Tagetes lucida Mexican Marigold Mint sun/shade, fall flowers
Tecoma stans Yellow Bells/Esperanza sun, blooms summer-

fall
Verbena Blue Princess Blue Princess Verbena sun, light blue flowers
Verbena peruviana Peruvian Verbena sun, pink, purple, red 
Wissadula holoservicea Native Mallow (velvet leaf)
Zexmenia hispida Zexmenia shade, May to 
November

8. ANNUALS, BIENNIALS AND SHORT-LIVED PERENNIALS
Asclepias asperula Antelope, Antelope Horns
Castilleja indivisa Indian Paintbrush
Centaurium beyrichii Mountain Pink
Cosemos bipinnatus Cosmos
Eustoma grandiflorum Texas Bluebell
Gaillardia pulchella Gaillardia “Indian Blanket”
Helianthus maximiliani Maximillian Sunflower
Linum rubrum Scarlet Flax
Lupinus texensis Bluebonnet
Monarda citriodona Horsemint
Verbena bipinnatifida Prairie Verbena

9. ANNUALS (partial list only)
Winter/Spring: Spring/Summer Summer/Fall
Calendula Geranium Acalypha
Daffodil (bulb) Marigold Ageratum
Hyacinth (bulb) Periwinkle Alyssum
Ornamental Kale Petunia Amaranthus
Pansy Begonia
Poppy Caladium
Primula
Chrysanthemum
ANNUALS (continued)
Winter/Spring: Spring/Summer Summer/Fall
Snapdragon Coleus
Tulip (bulb) Impatiens
Ornamental Pepper Marigold
Dianthus Ornamental Pepper

Periwinkle
Phlox
Portulaca
Purslane

10. GROUNDCOVERS
Achillea millefolium Yarrow sun/shade/DR



Adiantum capillus-vencris Maidenhair Fern moist areas/shade
Ajuga reptans Ajuga shade/DR
Aquilegia canadensis Columbine shade
Aspidistra elatior Cast Iron Plant shade, broad strap 
leaves
Calyptocarpus vialis Horseherb
Cyrtomium falcatum Holly Fern shade/moist/DR
Dryopteris spp. Wood Fern shade/moist/DR
Hedera canariensis Algerian Ivy
Hedera helix English Ivy shade, self climbing 

vine
Juniperus conferta 'Blue Pacific' Shore Juniper sun/DR
Juniperus sp. Trailing Juniper not suitable in wet/

humid areas
Lantana montevidensis Purple Trailing Lantana          sun/shade, summer-fall
Liriope muscari Liriope            sun/shade
Nolina texana Beargrass sun/DR
Ophiopogon japonicus Monkey Grass shade/DR
Pavonia lasiopetala Pavonia sun/shade
Phlox drummondii Drumond's Phlox sun
Phlox subulata Thrift sun
Rosmarinus officinalis 'Prostratus' Trailing Rosemary sun/DR
Salvia greggii Cherry Sage sun/DR, summer 
               blooms
Salvia romeriana Cedar Sage sun/DR
Santolina chamaecyparissus Gray Santolina sun/drought
Santolina virens Green Santolina sun/drought tolerant
Thelypteris ovata River Fern
Trachelospermum asiaticum Asiatic Jasmine sun/shade, evergreen
Trachelospermum jasminoides Confederate Jasmine evergreen
Tradescantia spp. Spiderwort shade
Verbena bipinnatifida Prairie Verbena sun/DR
Verbena elegans asperata Hardy Verbena sun/DR
Vinca major Bigleaf Periwinkle dry shade
Vinca minor Littleleaf Periwinkle shade, blue flowers

11. ORNAMENTAL GRASSES
Andropogon gerardii Big Bluestem tall seed heads
Andropogon glomeratus Bushy Bluestem
Andropogon scoparius Little Bluestem
Aristida purpurea Purle Threeawn
Aristida wrightii Wright’s Threeawn
Bouteloua curtipendula Sideoats Grama
Bouteloua gracillis Blue Grama drought tolerant
Bouteloua rigidiseta Texas Grama
Bouteloua trifida Thurb. Red Grama
Bromus unioloides Rescue Grass
Dichanthelium oligosanthese Wright’s Threeawn
Eragrostis intermedia Plains Lovegrass
Erioneuron pilosum Hairy Tridens
Festuca glauca Blue Fescue
Festuca spp. 'Arid' Tall Fescue ornamental
Hilaria belangeria Common Curly Mesquite drought
Leptochloa dubia Green Sprangletop shade/drought



Miscanthus sinensis 'Zebrinus' Zebra Grass
Muhlenbergia capillaris Gulf Coast Muhly seed, dormant in 

winter
Muhlenbergia lindheimeri Big Muhly
Muhlenbergia reverchonii Seep Muhly
Muhlenbergia rigens Deer Muhly
Panicum virgatum Switchgrass clump
Scleropogon brevifolius Burro Grass
Seteria leucopila Plains Bristlegrass
Sorghastrum nutans Indian grass
Sporobolus cryptandrus Perennial Dropseed
Stipa tenuissima Mexican Feathergrass
Tripsacum dactyloides Eastern Gamagrass moist

12. LAWN GRASSES
Buchloe dactyloides Buffalo Grass  

   var. "609" full sun/drought, sod 
only

   var.  Prairie full sun/drought, sod 
only

   var.  Stampede sod only
Cynodon spp. Bermuda Grass full sun/drought  

tolerant
    var. Tex-Turf sod only
    var.  'Sahara New Mex’ seed/sod

Zoysia spp. Zoysia Grass sod only
    var.  Zeon   
    var.  El Toro sod only

13. VINES
Ampelopsis arborea Pepper Vine
Antigonon leptopus Queen’s Wreath late summer/fall
Berchemia scandens Ratan
Bignonia capreolata Crossvine evergreen
Bougainvillea sp. Bougainvillea evergreen
Campsis radicans Trumpet Vine aggressive
Clematis paniculata Sweet Autumn Clematis shade tolerant
Clematis pitcheri Leather Flower delicate
Ficus pumila (repens) Fig ivy evergreen
Gelsemium sempervirens Carolina Yellow Jessamine evergreen/shade 
tolerant
Ipomoea quamoclit Cypress Vine annual
Ipomoea tricolor Perennial Morninglory
Lonicera fragrantissima Honeysuckle
Lonicera sempervirens Coral Honeysuckle shade tolerant
Mauranda antirrhinniflora Snapdragon Vine delicate
Parthenocissus quinquefola Virginia Creeper shade
Parthenocissus tricuspidata Boston Ivy 4’ apart/deciduous
Passiflora incarnata Passionflower sun/shade, summer
Polygonum aubertii Silverlace vine
Rosa banksia Lady Banksia spring bloom
Rosa x bractaeta Climbing Rose vigorous climber
Senecio confuses Mexican Flame Vine
Smilax bona-nox Greenbriar



Trachelospermum jasminoides Confederate Jasmine evergreen
Vitis spp. Champanel Grapes deciduous
Vitis spp. Black Spanish Grapes deciduous

14. SHADE TOLERANT/MOIST AREA PLANTS
Adianthum capillu-veneris Maidenhair Fern
Bacopa repens Bacopa, Creeping Waterhyssop
Carex spp. Carex Sedges
Carex amphibala
Carex pauciflora Star Sedge
Cyrtandra pupukeaensis Pukea
Eleocharis montevidens Spike Rush
Melica nitens Three Flowered Melic
Pontederia cordata Pickerel Weed 
Spartina pectinata Prairie Cordgrass
Spilandes spp. Spilandes
Elymus canadensis Canada Wildrye

Plum Creek Approved Plant List
8 February 2001
Page  PAGE 2 of  NUMPAGES 9


